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Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development (SMSC)
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A child’s Spiritual, Social, Moral and Cultural development is at the heart of the St John’s ethos (see and Ethos)
and is reflected the curriculum aims (see Curriculum Policy). SMSC is not taught as a discrete subject but rather
permeates every aspect of life at St John's.
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Definitions and aims

Spiritual development is the development of the non-material element of a human being, which animates and
sustains us. It aims to explore and develop a person’s beliefs and understand how these contribute to personal
identity; to develop a sense of awe, wonder and mystery; to give opportunities for pupils to experience feelings
of transcendence and respond to the ‘other’; to guide pupils in searching for meaning and purpose in life and
to give opportunities and a language to respond to experiences such as beauty, suffering and death; to develop
a knowledge of self and to value relationships with others; to develop creative expression and imagination; to
enable children to recognize and explore their feelings.
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Moral development is the building of a framework of moral values that regulate personal behaviour. It aims to
teach a child about society’s shared and agreed values, where there are disagreements and why values change;
to give children the opportunity to reflect on different values in order to form their own opinions and
understanding of their personal moral values; to help a child to think through the consequences of their own
and others’ actions and to respect the needs, interests and feelings of others.
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Social development is teaching children to work effectively with each other and to participate successfully in
the community as a whole. It aims to develop the skills and personal qualities necessary for living and working
together; to help children to grow in knowledge and understanding of society, including institutions, economic
and political principles, roles and responsibilities; to develop the skills and understanding to become a caring
part of the community.
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Cultural development is about helping children to understand, celebrate and respect their own culture and
other cultures. It aims to help children to understand that cultures are always changing and to give them the
skills to cope with change; to explore the differences between cultures and respect the opinions and
backgrounds of others, being open to new ideas; to teach them to use and understand the language and
images from other cultures and appreciate the diversity and interdependence of cultures.
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Curriculum

SMSC is developed across the whole curriculum, both through the content taught and also the way in which we
teach it. The school’s Curriculum Summaries detail the ways in which SMSC is developed in each individual
subject.
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Assemblies

Assemblies provide a space for reflection on all four elements of SMSC. Topics include reflection on the charity
of the term and the lives of the people with whom they work; reflection on the lives of inspirational people;
space for self-reflection on our behaviour and beliefs and Mindful practice. Assemblies in T1 are three times a
week and in Kindergarten are twice a week.
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Relationships
Building secure, caring relationships between teachers and children as well as between the children is at the
heart of what St John’s believes in and is the basis for our SMSC development. At St John’s, secure and positive
relationships in which the children can feel safe, noticed and cared for, are developed in a number of ways:
e The PSHEE Curriculum Summary explains how we develop relationships and how children’s moral and
social understanding is developed through our Emotions for Learning curriculum.
e All children in Pre-KG — T1 have their class teacher who is responsible for their pastoral care.
e At the beginning of every term children write a list of people whom they would like to be in their
‘safety circle’, which is a list of people whom they feel they could talk to if they were worried or
anxious about anything.
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Behaviour

Our school Behaviour Policy explains that we do not have a complex set of school rules but that we follow the
simple rule that we should treat others as we would wish to be treated and base our pastoral expectations on
the application of this rule to any particular circumstances. Children’s moral development at St John’s is based
on this ethos and the Behaviour Policy explains how we teach and nurture it.
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Mindfulness

Mindfulness is a key way in which children’s spiritual development is nurtured. Mindfulness forms part of our
Emotions for Learning Curriculum (see the PSHEE Curriculum Summary) and Mindfulness is practiced every
day.
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Charities

The school charity committee plans and organizes events to raise money for locally based charities, or for
charities which members of our school community have particular links to. Events organized include ‘Grow a
pound’, tea and cake stalls and visiting elderly residents in care homes. The latter is particularly important in
developing children’s social skills as they not only perform for and serve the elderly residents but spend time
talking to them. The work of the committee nurtures the social (and also the moral, spiritual and cultural)
development of the children through the awareness raised of needs around the world.
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